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The Presidents Veto Messago.
the Senate of the United States.

Mave esamlined ﬂw.ltg.::n ‘5 Ib'l.ll

originsted in te, a
been both housos of Congress,
nd an sol_catitled “An_ act to
tablisk & Bureau for tho relief of Freed. |
wmem, Mefugoes, and for other purposes.” |
th much regret come to the
on that it would not be consist-
ent with the public welfare to give my
mnnl to the measure, I return the
to the Benate with my objections to

its becoming a law,

[ might eall to mind in advance of
these objections that there is po imme-
diate necossity for the proposed measure,
The et to entablish a buresu for the re- !
lief of Freedmen and refugees, which was '
approved in the month of March last has
not yet ogpired. It was thought strin. |
gont anyl extensive enough for the pur- |
pose in view before it, fore it consen ‘
to Lave offect further exporicnce may
ansist Lo guide us to n wise conelusion a3
to the policy to be adopted in time of
peaoe. I havo, with Congress the atrong-
ot desire to se2ure to the men the
tull enjoyment of their entire independ.
ence and equality in making contracts for
their labor.  But the bill before me con-
tuins provivions which in wy opinion are
not wasranted by the Constitution and
are not woll suited to sccomplish the end
in view, The bill proposes to cstablish
by authority of Congresa militnr{ Jjuris-
diction over all parts of the United Stutes
suntaining refugees and freedmen, [t
would, by its very nature, nppl{ with |
wioat foree to those party of the United
Stated in which the freedmon most ahound |
and it expressly extemds the oxisting
te aponary  jurisdiction of the Freedmens
Buroan with greutly enlarged powers over |
those Mrates in which ths ordinary course |
of judicinl proceedings has been inter-
rapted by the Rebellion,  1he rource)
from which this military jarisdiction iy
ta amaunte, is none other than the Pres.
ident of the United States; acting through
War Departinent, and the Cummmissioners
of the Freedmons Burean,  The ngents
tv earry out this military jurisdietion are
10 bo selected either from the army or
from eivil life. The conntry is to be di-
vided ioto distriets and sub districts, and
the number of salaried agents to be cm-
ploveld way be equal to the number of
enunties nr parishes in all the Vnited
States where tecedmen anld refugees are
to b found.  The subjeets over which
‘his wilitary juvishiction i< to extend is |
esery part of the United States, ineluding |
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|of the United States,
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testion of tho innocent, the punishment
of tha guilty, and the equal administra.
tion of justice, are to be set aside, and
for the sake of & more vigorous interpo-
sition in behalf of justice, wo are to take
the risk of the many aets of injustice that
would of necossity follow from an almost
countless number of agents, gl:hlhhd in
overy parish or county in ntarly a third
of the States of the ﬂnio-, aver whoso
decision there is to be no supervision
and oontrol by the Foderal Courts, The
Emr that would be thus

ands of the President is such, as in timo
of Peac, cortainly ought never to be en-
trustod to any one man.  If it bo asked
whether the creation of such a tribunal
within a State Is warrgnted as & measure

ot wak, the Judstion imnediately presents
itself, whethor wo aro still engaged in
war? Lot us not uanoocessarily disturb

the commerce and oredit and industry of

the country by declaring to the Amerlean

people and tho world that the United

BStates are still in a conditien of civil war.

At present there is no part of oureountry

in which the suthority of the United

Btates is disputed. Ofences that may be

committel by individuals should "not

make a forfeiture of rights of the same
community,

Tho country has entered or is return-
to a state of peace and induatry, and
llion is in fuct at anend. Tho meas-

urg, therefure, seems to bo as inconsistent

with tho actual condition of the country
a8 it is at variance with the Constitution

If passing from

geneeal considerations, we examine tho

bill in detail, it is open to weizhty objec-
tions.  In time of war it was eminently
proper that we shod temporarily provide
for thuse who wege passing suddenly
from a eonditivn of bondage to a state of
frecdum; but this bill proposes to make
the Freedmens Bureau, established hy
the act of 1863, as one of many great and
extriaordivary military measures to sup-
wess a formidable rciy»:lliun a permancnt
ranch of the publie adwinistration, with
itz power greatly enlarged. T have no
reason to uutpu:m. and I do not under-
stand it to be alleged, that tho act of

March, 1865, has proved deficicut for

tho purpose fur which it was passed, al-

in
re

theugh at that time, and for a considera-' class of
riod thereafter, the Gorernment of | brin
nited Statea remnined unscknowl- | min

ble

the Iﬁ

edged in most of the States whosc inhub-
itunts had been 1nvoived in the rebellion,

placed in the | Ad

patronage, and the expense of the numor
ous officers and their clerks, to be |r-
pointed by the President, will bo great in
the begioning, with a tendency steadily
to increasc, The appropiations asked by
the Froedmen's Buroau, as now establish-
ed for the year 1866, amount to $11,745.
000. It may be nl'ul‘;hutlmlml the cost
to bhe incurred under tho pending bill will
roquire double that amount—more than
the entire sum expended in any ono year
under the administration of the second
ams.

If the presence of agents in every par-
ish and eounty is to eonlldare{i E:s n
WAr moasure, oppesilion, or cven resist-
ance, might be provoked, so that to give
offect 1o thelr jurisdiction, nwr would
have to be oned within rench of every
ono of them, and thus a large standing
force to be rendersd nceessary. Lar,
:spropiulions would therefore be requir-

to sustain and enforce military juris:
dietion in overy coun
the Potomao to the Rio Grande.

The condition of our fscal affairs is cn- Representatives of thoeir own in Con-' earnest hope
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rale for the number to which in future ' far, at at least as eepends upon their own [the use and enjoyment thergof for »n:h

times cach Stato shall be entitled, It al.
80 provides that the Senate of the United
Staten shall be composed of two Benators
from cach State, and adds with peculiar
force that no State without its consent
shall be deprived of its suffrage in the
Senato, The original act was neeessaril
rmd in the absence of the States chie
y to be affected, because their people
wore then contumaciously engaged in the
rebellion.
Now, the case is changed, and some
at least, of the States are attending Con-
by loyal Hoprescatatives, solicit~
n% the allowauce of the constitational
;"12 t of ;e reu::mt ‘Ilha time
. ar, p 00 (1]
f tz bfll, there was no Senator m‘;‘i
resentative in Congress from the eleven
States which aro to be maiuly affectod by

its provision. The very fact that reports
wero and are made agninst the good dis-

ty and parish from position of the country, is an additional obstructions to the laws.

rcason why they need and should have

‘which I do not anticipate, then the Ex-!
{eaytive i= al

action bave slready been fally restored, |term of time aad st sueh annual rent as
'and are to be deemed entitled to en?oy | may be agreed on between the Commis

their Constitutional rights as mombers  sioucr and much refugees or freedmen. - -
of the Union, Roasoning from the Con- The rental shall be based upon a valua-
stitution itself, and from the actual state tion of the land, to be ascertained in such
of the country, I feel not cnly entitled manncr as the Commissioner may, under
but bound, to assume that, with the Fed- | the diroction of the President, by regula-
eral courts restored in the severnl States, tion preseribe.  Av the eud of such torm
and in the full exercises of their fanctions or rouner, il the Commissioner shall e
the rights and interests of all elasses of sent thuretn, the ocoupants of auy parcels
tho people will, by the aid,of the military, so assigned. theic heirs and assigns, way
iu cases of resistance to the law, becasen- purchase the land and receive » wtia
tially protectod ngainst uncomstitutions! thercts foom the United States in fee,
infringement and violation, {upon paying therctur the value of the

Bhould this oxpectation unhappily il land sscertaived as aforesaid.
|

. Exo. 5. And bolit ?P:Fr cnﬁc.j&d, That

dy avmed with wowars | the oceupants of lan of -
eonfarred bmm of ﬂlnrbh.k.S(ia, $9- orul Sherman’s Ypecial Seld un!e:* ated
tublishing the Froedmens Bureau and at Savanuah, Junuary sixteen, .fghleon
hercaftor as heretofore, he can employ the hundred - nd sisty-five, are hereby cou-
land and vaval forces of tho country to, firmed in their possession for the period
suppress insurrcotion and tu overcotne ' of three years from the date of said order
rand no person shall be disturbed in or
onsted from sald posseision during said
that a mcasure involving | three years, unless n settlement shall be

I return the bill to-the Senate, in the

couraging, but in order to sustain the gress to oxplain their condition, es- questions and interests su important to|made with said ovcupant, by the former

present measuro of public confidence, it
18 necessary that we gmel.loe not merely
customary economy, but, as far as possi-
ble, severe retrenchment. .

In addition to the objections already
stated, the fifth section of the bill propo-
808 to take away land from its !‘::rmer
owners without any legal proccedings he.
ing first hud, eontrary to that provision
of the Constitution which declares that
“No person shnll be deprived of life lib-
orty or rc:rurty without due process of
law."" It does not tippear that lands tu
which this section refers may not be own

ed by minors or persons of unsowid mind, that.thoy shall be borne without murmur ' ¢,

or by those who Lave been faithful to ull
their obli{xntioun as citizens ot the United
States. 1f any portion of the laud is held
by such persons, it is not competent for
any uuthority to deprive them of it, If,
on the other hand, it be found that the
property ia liable to coufiscation, even
then it caonot be appropiated to public |
purposes until by duc process of law, it
shull have been declared forfeited to the
Government,
Thore are still further objections to the
Lill, on grouud seriously ~ affocting tho
‘muunu to whow it ia designed to
‘relief. It will tend to keep the
of the freedmen in & state of uncor-
tain expectation and  restlessness, while

to those atnung whow he livos it will be n '

I:cchllf to answor accusations, and assist
y their locul knowledge in the porfec-
tiou of measures immediately nffectin

themselves.

would have full power to decide accord-
iug to its judgment, there could be no ob-
Jection urged that the States most inter-
csted had not been pormitted to be heard.
The principle is firmly fixed in the minds
of the Amcrican pr;«np{u that there should
be no taxation without representation.—
Greut burdens are now loL borna by all
the country, aud we may best demand

when they are voted by a majority of the
representatives ol the people. would
not interfere with the unquestionable
Fight of Congress to judge, each House
for itsell, of'the election veturns aud qual-
ifications of ity members; but the author-
ity can_ not be construed ‘as including
the right to put eut, in time of peace,
any BState from the representation to
which it is entitled by the Constitution.
At present all the people of cleven States
are exeluded—thuse who wero faithful
during the war, not less thaw others.—
The State of Teonesaee, for instance,
whose authorities were engaged in the
rebellion, was restored to her (onstitu-
tional relations to the Union by the pat.
rieriom nnd cnergy of her injured and

The institution of slavery for the milita- | source of constant and vague apprehien | beteayed  people, before the war was

ry destruction of which the Freedmens | sion.

Burcan was ealled iuto
auxiliary, has

Undoubtedly the frecdman should

bronght tu a termination.  They had

existence, ns an | be protected; hut he should be protect- "placed themsolves in relation to the Gen.

oral Government; and estublished a

While the liberty of delib- |
eration would then be free, aud Congress!

the country, will not become a law, unless, | owncr, satisfactory to the foner
upon deliberate cousiderntion by the peo-lof the Freedmen's Bureau: P
ple, it shall receive the sanction of an That whenever the cwners of land ocou-
enlightened public judgement, 'pied under General Shermau's fleld order
ANDREW JUHNSON.  shull moke aip]ieltion for restoration of
Wasliington, D. C. Feb, 19, 1866, snid Jands, the Commissioner is Lereby
SE—— alntl'writc'l, upou the agrecnient and with
the written consent of ¥aid cccupauts, bo- -
The Freedmen's Bureau Bill, procure other land« for them b; reat or
' An Act to amend an act entithd “An Aet purcliase, not exceeding forty nores for
|t establish a Bureau for the voliyf of each oceupant, or to set apart for thew,
Freedmen and Refugess,” and for other ont of the publie lands assigned for that
purposcs, purpose in section four of this bill, forty
Be it enacted, &e., That the act to cs- ¢ l,‘!’l"ll, upon Ill'!l terms and conditiyng
blish a Burcau for the relicf of Freed- Bomed in suid section,
men and Refugees, approved March &, 5

fpe. 5. Aud be it farther enacted,
11865, shall continue in force until othier- that the Commissivners shall, under the
wise provided by law, and shall extend to  direction of the President, procure in the
refugees aud freedmen in all parts of the name of the United States, by grant or
; United States, and the President may di- purchase, such lands within the districts
vide the section of eountry within which 'uforesaid as may be requized for rofogecs
the privilege of the writ of Labeas corpus and freodmen dependeyt upon the Gov-
was suspended on the first day of Febra- ernment for support; a i_:u shall provide
ary, 1860, containing such rofugees and  or causa to be crected, suitable buildings
 freedmen, into districts, each containing for asylams aud schoole,  But no such
. one or more States. not to exceed twonlve | l-nrblaudu eha.l lrr. mnae, wor contract for
in number, and, by and with the advice the same ('rlh:n'-l‘ln!n. nor other cxpenscs
and consent of the Senate, appoint an As- | meurred, until sfter appropriations shall
sistant Commissioner for cacﬁ of said di- | have been provided by Congress for such
stricts, who shall give like bonds, receive purposes,  Aund wo payment shall be
the compensation and perform the daties wade for lands purchused under this
preseribed by the act to which this is an | scetion, except [oy asylums and schoola,
nmandmcat ; or said Bweenu mayp, in the | frum.any woneys pot specifieally appro-
diseretion of the President, Lo pfnund un Iprlnl('d therefor,  And the Commissioner
der a Commissioner and Assistant Com~ =hall cause such lands from time to time
miswionere, to be detuiled from the nrmy, ' to be valued, allottod, dssigued and sold

Leen already effectually | ed by the civil authoritics- ~eapecially by
and finally abrogated thvoughout the | the exercise ofall the constitutional pow- |
0% whole conutrey by so amendment of the ' crs of the courls of the United States and
the duties impused upon thew by the bill| Constitation ‘of the United States, aud | of the States. His condition is not so
in aleven Stutes. 1t ig farther to extend practically its ceadication has reccived | exposed as may ot first be inagined, 1o

oot all canes effecting freedwen and tel | (he azsent and concurrence of most of is in a portion of country where his labor
weeed, diseriminatod agamsy by local law, | (houe 8

Slate jn which event cach officer so ussigned to it manner and o provided in the 4Lh
Giovernment; and ns Ilmy were not inelu duty shall serve without increased pay section of this act, 4t a prico not less
ded in the ‘Emm-ipnliuu proclamation, ' e sllowances.  than the cost thereot'to the United States
they by their vwa act, have amended — Spo 2. And be it further enactod, That!  SEC 7. And Lo it further enacted,
their Constitution g0 &5 to ubolish slavery g0 Commissioner, with the approval of that whenever in any Ntate or distriet in
aithin the limits of their State. I know g1,y Presidert, and when the same shatl! which the ordinary course of judiciul

protection to all employess, ageuts anil
officers of this bureau, in the exervise of

custom and prejudice in those eleven |
States, 'I'heq'ill subjects any white per.!
son who npy be chargad with depriving
a frecdmun with any civil rights or im.
munitiea belonging to white persons' to
tprisonment or line. ue both, withour,
huwever. defining the civil rights and
immunities which are thus to be sienred
to freedmen Ly militiry law  This mili-
tars jurisdietion also extends to all ques- |
tions that uuy urise rl.'spm:ling contracts,
The agent who s to exervise the office off
a military Judge, may be u stranger, cn-
tirely ignorant of the liws of the place,
and exposed to the errors of judgement
to which u!l men arc liable. The cxer-
«ine of power ovor which there is no le-
gal supervision, by so vast a number of
weuts as i contemplated by the bill,
murt by the very nature of man be ate'
tengded by ucts of eaprice, injustice and |
passion,  The trials having their origin
under thiz bill are to tuke pluee without !
intervention of' n jury, and without any '
fizedl rules of law or evidenco. The rules,
«n which offences arc ty be heurd anil de- |
terminetd by the numerous agents are such
rules spd - regulations as the l’rcuidonl,!
through the War Department, shall pre- |
reribe.  No previous presentment is re- |
quired, nor wny imlictment charging the |
commiseion of a erime against the lawa, |
but the trisl must proceed on charges and
rpecifications, The punishment will not |
be as the law declares, but such as a'
court murtinl may think prolzcr. and from
these arbiteary tribunals there lies no
appesl, no writ of error to any of the
«uurts in which the Constitution of tho
United Btates vests cxolusively, The
Judicial power of the country, while tho
territory and the class of actions and of-
fenses that arc made subjet to this meas.
ure are r0 uxtensive, that the bill itsclf,’
should it bocome a law, will have no lim-
itation in point of time, but will form o'
part ofithe permanent legislation of the
«oMotry, 1 cannot reconcile a aystem of :
nilitary jurindiction of this kind with'
the words of the Conatitution, which de-!
clares that “no person shall be held to'
woawer for a cspital or otherwise infa. |
fuous erime, unless on & presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, ezeopt in
+ascs arising
oF liln ““r wilitia when in adomnl unrrioﬁ
1o time of war or publie danger,” an
that ‘in all erinlm prommg.'l:u, the
accused shall on{oy the right to a speedy |
and pablic trial by an impartial jury of
the State or Dlmiﬂ whorein the crime
ehal! bave beon committed,” |
The rafoguards which the wisdom and
¢xpericace of ages had taught our fathers
‘o extablish, their sceuritics fur the pro-

]

|

in the land or naval forces, U
slaves were assisted to froodom,

iste. [ am not, theretore, able to dis-
cern in the eountry any thing to justify
an apprehension that the Preedmens Bu-
reuu, which were effective for the pro-

teetion of freedmen and refugees duving |

the nctuul continuotiof of hostilities, an:
of Afvican servitude, will now, in time of
peace, und after the abolition of slavery,
'l;rovc inaduquate to the same proper cnds.

f 1 am coprect in these views, there can
be us necessity for the enlurgement of
th: powers of the Bureau, for which pro-
vision is made in the bill,  The 34d sce-
tion of the bill authorized a ge 1eral un-
limited amount of support tothe destitute
and suffering refugecs and freodwen, and
their wives and children,  'The succed-
ing seetions make provision for the rent
or purchase of landed cstates {or freod
men, and for the crection for their bene-
fit, uf suitable beildings for asylums and
tchooly, the cxponses to be dofrayed
frofa tho Treasury of the wholo people.
The Congress of the United Stutos haa
never heratofore (hought itself competent
to estublish any luws Eoyon-l the liwits of
the District of Columbia, except for the
benefit of our disablod soldiera & sailors.
It has never founded schools for any
class of our.own people, not even for the
urphaos of those who have fallen in the
defence of the Union, but has left the
eare of their education to the much more
competent control of the Btates, of com.
munitics, of private associations and of
individuals,

tutes which, at any time, had ex- | cannot well be spared, ~ Competition for

his scrvicesfrom planters, framn those who
are constructing or repuiring railroads, or |
from capitalists in his viciuity, or from |
other States, will enable lum to cnmmand‘!
almost his own torms.  He also possosses

;& perfect right to change his place of,

abode, and if, thercfore, he does not find
in one community or State a modo of life |

suited to his desires, or proper renumera. sen by the people of w1l the States, Elev-'

tion for his labor, he can miove to anoth-
ar, where lnhor is more esteomed anda bet-
tor rewarded, :

Iu truth, hawever, cach State, induoed
by its own wants and interests, will do

what is necessary and proper to retain  of opinion in the community and individ: fyre euterin
within its borders all the labor that is uals may be puilty of transgressions of ke the oat
needed for the devalopment of its own  the law; but these do not couatituto valid gion of the net
resources. The laws thut regulate sup- objectiong aguiust the vight of'a State to mont, And the
ply and demand will waintain their foree, ' representation. It would in no wise in- yhe

and tho wngos of the luborer will bo rog- | terfere with the diserotion of Congress gq0lL

ulated thereby, There is no danger that
the great dewand for labor will not oper- '
ato in fuvor of the laborer; neithor is auf- |
ficient consideration given to the ability
of the freedmen to protect and tako care
of themselves. It 18 no more than jus-
tice to them to believe that, as they have
received their freedowm with moderation
and forbearauce, g0 they will distinguish
themselves by their industry; and they
feel and will scon show to the wor

sustaining, and capable of selecting their
own ciployment and their own places of

sbode—of' 1nsisting for thewsclves on a”
| proper remuneration, and of establishing #

It bes never deomed itself authorized | and maintaining their own usylums and

to e

honestl

subsistence.

xpend publio money for rent or pur=| schools,
i chase of homes for the thousands, not to { svond of wasting awa,
say millions of the whito race who aro own cfforts ocstablis

1t is earnestly hoped that, in-
y they will by their |
for themsclves a

It is cortain they can attain to that eon-

no réason why the #tate of Tenncssee,
for example should not fully cojoy her
constitutionnl relutions with the United
States,

The President of the United Seates
stands towards the country in n somewhat
difforent attitude from that of any mom.
ber of Uongress, chosen from u single
district or State, The President is eho-

en Btates are not at this time ropresented
in cither branch of Congress. [t would
seem to be his duty ot all proper ocea-
sions to present their just elaims to Con-
gress. There nlways will be differorces

with regard to the qualification of mem-
bers. But I hold it my duty to recepm-
mend io you, in the interests of peace
and the intercsts of the Union, the ad-
mission of'every stato to its shave of pub-
lic legislation, when, however insubordin-
ate, insurgont or rehellious ita people
may have been, it presents itself, not on-
ly fn an attitudo of on.l?«

aud barmony
but in tho persons of I

L
presentatives

1d that whdwo loyalty cannot be questioned upder ¢4 or gutho
in & condition of frecdom they nre solf- | the oxisting constitutional or legal tests which this

It is pluin that nn indefinite or perma-
neot exclusfn of any part of the country
from represoutation, must be attended L
irit of disquict and complaint.

t is uawiso and dangorous lo pursuc a
course of meusures which will unite any
large scction of the country againstaunoth-
er seotion of country, no watter how much

y toiling from day to day for their condition of respectability and prosperity.  the latter may predominate, The courso

of immigration, development of industr

A system for the support of indigent | dition only through their own merits and #nd business uad national causes, will

persons in the United
contemplated by the authoritics of the
Constitution, ﬁ

be advanced wh
lishment it shou
or color of
another,

fa

one peo

t
od that the
olothed, e

should heneceforth

nited Btates, ' The idea on whie
on bocoming free, they would bo & self
sustaining population.

Any le
are not expoeted to attain a seol
in condition, muat have a tendenoy inju-
rious alike to their eharacter a
prosperity.

1

tates was never  oxertions, [

In this conncction the query presents

inted at Wash-
u every ecounty

bo,

lulpi

L.'

fed, 'and parish throughout the United States
ucatod and sheltered by the | coutaining freedmen and refugees, Such
the s system would inevitably tond to such »
was that  concentration of

lation that shall imply they |and mse them for the aitainment of his
lpau tain- own political ends,

Bonr in the Kxeoutive
which would onable him, if so disposed,
to control the aotion of & numerous class

I cannot but add another grave objeo- |

ly restored tot

raise up at the Bouth men as devoted to
tho Usion as those of any other part of

or can any good renson | itself whother the aystem proposed by the the land. But if they are ull excluded
as n permanent estab- bill will not, when put into complete op-
befuunded for ono class cration, practically tradsfor the entire they are declarednot tobe in full coyati-
more than for | care, support and control of four millions tutional relutions to the country—they
Ponding the war, many refu~ of emancipated slaves to agents, overseons” may think they Lave cause to become a
oce cnd frecdmen received support from or taskmasters
e (ioveroment, but it was never intend- ington, are to

from Congress—if' in a permanent statate,

unit in feeling and eentiment against the
Oovernmont, Uunder the political educa-
tion of the Amorican people, the idea is
inhorent and ineradicable that the con-
sent of the majority of the whole people
is naeeulr_\lv to secure & willing aquies—
cence in legislation. The bill under
considerution refers to ocertain of the
Btates as though thoy had not boen ful-

Tm United Btates, Ifthey
have not, let us at once uct together to

ud their tion to this bill. The Constitution im- %eoure that desirable end at tho carliest

| peratively declares, in councotion with 'Possible moment,
The appointment of uu agont fur every taxation, that each State shall havo at |

It is bardly neoessary for me to inform

county and parish will create au immeuse least one Poprescolutive, and fixes (he OWD judgewent, most of those States, so

be nceessary for the operations of the preccedings has becn intarrupted by the
Burcau, may divide each distriet into a  rebellion, and wherein, in consequence of
 number of sub-districts, not to exceed any state custow vr prejudice, any of the
(the number of countics or pavishes in civil rights or immunitics belongiog to
such distriet, and shull assign to each White persons, including the right to
 #ub-districl at least one agent, either a'make and enfurce contracts, to sue, be
citizen, officer of the army or culisted partics, and give cvidence, to purchuse,
wan, who, if an officer, shall serve with= lease, sell, hold and v"m'ef; reol and per-
out udditional cumponsation or ulluwance; #onal property, uud to have full and
and if a citizen or enlisted man, sha!l re. | equal benefit of all luws and proccedinga
ceive a salary of not less than five hund. | for sccurity of person and estato, inclu-
,red dollars nor more than twelve hundred  ding the coustitutivnal mght of beuring
dollars unnunlly, aceordiug to the servi- arms, are refused or devied to vegroes,
ces rendered, in full compensation for mulattocs, freedmen, refugees or any oth-
such services ; and such ageut shall, be- er persuus, on nccount of ruce, color or
: oit the duties of his office, nuf previous eondition of slavery or in-

t preseribed in the first sec. voluntury servitude, or wherein they or
to which this is an amend- any of them are subjected to any other
» Comuiasioner may, when or different punishmcut, paios, or penal-
same shall be necessary, assign to ties, for the comuission of any act or of-
Assistant Commissionor not oxeeed-  fensc, thau are prescribed for white per-
ing threo clerks,and to each of said agenta, Sous comwittiug like acts or offeuses, it
one clork, at an annual salary uot exceed- shall be the duty of the President of the
iug one thousand dollars ench, provided United Btates, through the Commissioner,
saitable clerks cannot be detailed from to extend military protection and juris.
the army. Andthe Presidont of the Un- diction over all cases affecting suchi per-
ited States, through the War Department sous so discriminated against,
and the Commissioner, shall extend wil-'  Sec. 8. And be it further cnncted,
itary jurisdiction and protection over ull that goy ll’crwn who, under eolor of any
ewployees, agents, aud officers of this Bu. State or local law, ordivance, police or
reau in tho exorcise of the duties impos. other regulation or custom, shall, in nny
rized by this act or the act to Btate or district, in which the ordinary

is ndditional. courze of judiciul procecdings hos becn
8ec. 8. And beit further enacted, That intercupted b{ the rebellion which the
tho Secretary of War muy divect such iy. privilege of the writ of labess corpus
 sucs of provisions, clothing, fuel, and oth- was suspended on the frst day of Febrn.
er supplics, including medical stores and ury, 1863, subjeet, or causo to be sub-
transportation, and afford such aid, med- jected, auy negro, mulatto, frecdman, ve-
Teul or otherwise, as ho may deew need- fugee or other person, on acesuut of ruce
ful for the immediate and tewporary or color, or mny srevious condition of
shelter and supply of destitute and suffer. slavery or involuntary servitude, or for
ing refugees and freudmen, their wives any other eause, to the deprivation of any
and children, under su:h rules and regu- civil right secured to white Jersons, or to
Intions s he may direct: provided, That any other or difforent puuishment than
no person shall be deemed “destitute,” white persons are ubject to fur the com.
“suffering,” or “dependent upon the oy~ missivn of like acts or nfionses, slull ko
ernment for support,’ within the mean~ deemed guilty of misdeweunoe, and by
ing of this act, who, being able to find ponished by fine ot execeding one
employment, could by proper industry thousand dollavs, or imprisonment not
lnlrnxurlioll avoid such destitutioa, suf- cxceeding one year, or botl; and it shall
fering or dependence. the duty of tho officers and ngenta
Skl 4. Aud beit further enacted, That of this Burean to tuke Jurisidietion of,
the President is hereby authorized to ro. and hear and determive all offeuses com-
serve from sale or settlemont, under the witted against the provisions of this see
homestead or pre-emption laws, and to set tion, and alsa of ] enos
apart for the use of freedmen aud loyal 2roes, mi' s, freciuen, refugees o
refugees, male or female, unoceupiel u!hgrl \yhu de persous  diseriminated
lands in Florida, Mississippi; Alabums, nzainst in any ol the partioulivy wmen
Louisiana and Arkansus, not exceeding tioned in the preceeding section of this
inall three willions of ucres of good lund; set, under such yules and m§ulatlou: ua
and the Commissioner, under the direo- the Presideut of the United States. thro’
tion of the President, shall caure the the War Department, shall pre<oribe. —
same, from time to tiwe, to be allotted Thajuris.liut_iun eonforred by this unll
snd assigned, in purcels not excoeding the preceading soction on the offivers
forly acres cach, to the loyal refugees aud agents of this Burcan shall cogse winl
awl freedmen, who shall be protected in determive whenever the disevinginytion

wlfocting uc=




